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Workers Hammer No. 249, Spring 2023). In contrast, trying 
to stay in the tow of feminists and the union bureaucracy 
can only divide the working class and tear an organization 
apart. We see this at play today. The same capitulation to 
feminism and trade-union opportunism that drove the split 
with the CWI is now driving the splits in the ISA. 

Analysis and Program
What does any of this have to do with the question of 

liberalism and the post-Soviet period discussed above? 
Understanding the role of the revolutionary party is cen-
tral to understanding the crisis in the ISA and the Marxist 
left more generally. However, this question plays out in a 
concrete historical setting. The failure of the left to build 
a strong revolutionary international party is the result of 
capitulating to the distinct political pressures of the period. 
Understanding the relation of U.S. imperialist hegemony 
and liberal ideology to the capitulations of the labor move-
ment was—and remains—crucial to guiding the working 
class in its daily struggles. Only from such an understand-
ing does it become clear that to fight imperialism one must 
fight in the workers movement against the influence of lib-
eralism, which has fostered reaction and paralyzed struggle.

However, if—like the ISA—confronting the dominant illu-
sions in the workers movement is not seen to be the party’s 
central task, then one’s view of the world will necessarily 
reflect these very illusions. Members of the ISA believe that 
their analysis of the “new Cold war” driven by the rise of 
“Chinese imperialism” is a unique view that distinguishes 
them from every other tendency. But, in fact, opposing “both 
sides” in the conflict between the U.S. and China is not unique 
at all, but is widespread among pacifist social democrats.

Without going into an in-depth refutation of the ISA’s 
analysis of the world situation here (see “The Class Nature 
of China,” Spartacist [English edition] No. 69, August 2024), 
it is enough to point out that by being totally oblivious to 

the reactionary role of liberalism in the workers movement 
the ISA finds itself disarmed in the face of imperialist 
propaganda against China and Russia. The truth is that the 
entire capitalist world system still rests on the U.S. and the 
institutions it set up after World War II. The hysteria in the 
bourgeois press against China serves to mask this fact and 
rally workers and the oppressed in defense of the rapidly 
disintegrating liberal status quo. 

Which Road Forward?
Despite our fundamental difference with the political 

course of the ISA, we take no pleasure in its ongoing cri-
sis, not least because it is the result of right-wing liberal 
pressures. A liquidation on the model of the International 
Socialist Organization in the U.S. would be a setback for 
the socialist movement.

Drastic organizational measures to curb internal tensions 
can be a way to slow the bleeding. However, it will not do 
anything to tackle the political causes of the current crisis. 
Such measures can only postpone the reckoning. The only 
way to a progressive outcome is through open and thor-
ough political debate that does not shy away from going 
back to the very roots of the Militant tendency. The fail-
ure to do this following the expulsion from the CWI has 
directly led to the current predicament. It is essential that 
this mistake not be repeated.

There is a chance for the international Trotskyist move-
ment to come out stronger from the crisis gripping the 
ISA. To this end—and despite the often-antagonistic his-
tory between our two tendencies—we propose that the ICL 
and the ISA open a frank and comradely discussion over 
the perspectives for the revolutionary movement in the cur-
rent period. Only patient and principled debates between 
tendencies can put a stop to constant disintegration of rev-
olutionary forces and lead to advances in reforging a true 
World Party of Socialist Revolution.
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